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Ardentinny Community Futures
The Community Futures community development program was put in place after the
creation of the new Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park. The Park has been
working with the communities within its area to ensure a baseline of information is available
to help them, give them the chance to look at priorities and issues, and develop an agreed
vision of what they might want to achieve. This enables communities to have sound
information for future projects, grant applications or plans that they may want to pursue.
Any groups in Ardentinny can use this statistical and qualitative information.
Community Profile
The community profiles provide factual and some qualitative information about the local
communities, which take as their area their community council boundaries. The first was
produced in 2001 and used 1991 census statistics. This second profile draws mainly
upon 2001 census statistics, but also on the electoral role and local knowledge to update
the first profile.

Community Survey and Stakeholder Interviews
The profile is complemented by a survey of the whole village to gather community
opinions. Stakeholder and focus group interviews are also carried out to allow more depth
to the process of determining community priorities for action.
Community Action Plan
All the materials form an action plan for the community to use. The action plan also can
be used to influence the plans of statutory agencies. The plan is agreed by the community
through the profiling, surveying and stakeholder interviews, as well as by community
workshops.
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Ardentinny Community Trust
The Trust was set up in 2003 as a result of the first wave of community development
supported by the Park. It established a mechanism for taking forward projects which other
organisations, such as the Community Council, would find it hard to do because of
constraints on the way they operate. The Trust is struggling for active members and
unless some come forward, will become inactive until more support can be secured. It
could be that the village is too small to sustain a Trust, a Community Council and a Hall
Committee. The first Community Action Plan highlighted a range of projects the community
wanted to take on. These were the subject of a great deal of hard work by the Trust.
Heritage Centre The community was interested in developing a Heritage Centre at the
picnic site. The Trust spent much time investigating the possibilities but was eventually
advised by a consultant that the number of people who would use it would not sustain a
centre.
Jetty Proposals for the restored use of a jetty in the village. The possibility of the original
jetty being restored or the provision of a new landing slip was the subject of much
research, including consultation with all interested parties. The proposal for a pier at the old
landing above Shepherd's Point was clearly not wanted by villagers, and as a result of
Trust representation these plans have now been abandoned.
Viking Heritage Play Centre Play provision was requested in the original Community
Plan, and research was carried out and plans produced. These remain on file, but there is
some opposition to play park provision at the picnic site.
Through the years, other projects came to the fore:
The Arched Bridge This beautiful stone bridge was in a dangerous state and there
were plans by the Forestry to replace it with a flat steel construction. The Trust has
renovated and repaired it, thus saving an important feature of the village.
Fingals Well The restoration of this was investigated by the Trust. The work was
eventually completed by the Community Council.
Baron Turner's Cairn The restoration of this has involved considerable research by the
Trust. This project is ongoing.
Flower Tubs The Trust has installed and maintains flower tubs throughout the village.
Local Land Land, such as the walled garden, the bowling green, the riverside and the
field adjacent to the caravan site are under consideration for sale by the Forestry
concerned about potential developments.
Open Days The Trust has held open days to enable the whole community to contribute
their ideas.
This second Community Action Plan reinforces the priorities highlighted in the first. It also
shows some positive changes, but also some new concerns.
Who is involved
Ardentinny Community Trust is responsible for the reports produced as part of the
Community Futures process.
A 'community profiler' was employed, Lorna Ahlquist, from Cowal Community Care Forum.
Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National Park fund the work under the 'Community
Futures' Program. Their officers, Ceci Alderton and Hannah Dinneen, supported this and
wrote up the community survey and the action plan. Other Trusts in the Park are doing
similar work. The whole process is supported by the Small Towns and Rural Development
Group.
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Brief Description and History
Brief Description
Ardentinny sits within Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park. It is also within the
Cowal Peninsula - however only part of Cowal lies within the Park. Cowal and Bute is one
of four areas that make up Argyll and Bute. It has one town of just over 9,000 people1,
Dunoon, which is 12 miles from Ardentinny. The area covered by this study is that of
Ardentinny Community Council, as shown on the map below. It also shows all the
community councils within the Park2. It lies within the Holy Loch Ward for electoral
purposes.
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Community Council Areas

Reproduced with permission from LLTNP

The area could be argued to both suffer and benefit from being 'nearly remotely rural'.
Most of Cowal is classified as "very remote rural" in the urban-rural classification of the
Scottish Household Survey3. The Eastern coastal strip where Ardentinny is, is "remote
rural" (settlements with a population of less than 3,000 and between a 30 to 60 minute
drive time to a town with a population of over 10,000)4. Deprivation can be
measured by access to shops and other services. On these measures
1 2001 census
Ardentinny and the rest of Cowal's population is among the most deprived
2 The output area which covers
almost all of Ardentinny is
in Scotland5.
60QD000680 plus a very small
However, it is exactly this remote rurality which is Ardentinny's major
attraction for those who live there. There are no streetlights and residents
do not wish to have them. The feel of the area is of a place much further
north in the Highlands, with forest, ancient woodland, glen, river and mighty
loch, yet within two hours of a major airport. Indeed Cowal is almost an
island, its peninsula attached to the mainland by a narrow piece of land
between Loch Fyne and Loch Long. It can be entered and left this way,
but also via the Dunoon - Gourock Ferry.
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3

4
5

part of output area 60QD00681
The survey eight categories
ranged from "large urban" at one
extreme to "remote rural" and
"very remote rural" at the
other extreme.
See http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
library5/rural/asrs-23.asp
Argyll & Bute Council Deprivation
map produced for the Scoping
Study for the Cowal Deserve
Shopping Project,
Shopping - a literature search
May 2006 Brocher Consultancy,
Lorna Ahlquist & Neil Kay

Ardentinny does not snuggle up to the other villages that are strung along Cowal's coast
but maintains its distance from the nearest, Blairmore. Much of the housing sits in a
single line along the shore. This echoes the way that traffic has to drive single file along
much of the narrow road that skirts the sea. More housing is tucked up into the glen of its
Finart Burn. The road that takes you beyond this housing becomes excitingly steep with
hairpin bends in its sharp climb over the hill to Loch Eck. There are a few roads like this in
Cowal and the National Park that can take those new to the area by surprise, testing
driving skills while the views draw eyes away from the road. The narrow twisting nature of
local roads extends the time it takes to drive anywhere beyond what the mileage would
suggest. Ardentinny is not a 'dead end', the full stop to the road. It does connect to the
A815, providing another way out and creating an almost perfectly circular route should you
wish to turn left and left again back towards Loch Long.
This circular route is very picturesque. Ardentinny is a popular tourist spot mainly due to
its long sandy beach with picnic area dotted by pine trees. Pleasant walks by the shore
and up the Glen are easily accessible. More serious walkers have been attracted into the
area as its profile has been raised by its inclusion in the National Park.
Map of the Cowal Pennisula

Cowal Deserve Shopping Survey Jan 05 Bridget Paterson

History
Ardentinny's identity in the recent past has been as a forestry town, with much of the
housing being 'tied'. Before that it was an area of estates and farms with cattle and
sheep, along with shepherds and other farm workers. The Forestry made a major impact
with areas of farmland being taken and afforested, as well as Forestry owned 'Swedish
Houses' being built, small holdings established and nurseries planted.
However after a period the Forestry moved the nurseries that supplied Cowal with
saplings, and that had provided work for the women and men. Contractors now come in
to do the Forestry work which remains, so the major employer in the area has now gone.
The Forestry dominated both the economic and social life of the area, by providing
employment, recreational facilities such as playing fields and enough men for two football
teams. It supported families which filled the school with children.
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Changes to the Forestry along with those in farming (amalgamations of farms and change
of land use) and the loss of small holdings or crofts in the area define what Ardentinny is
now. Ardentinny's history has a resonance for local people and draws back those with
connections to the area. Apart from the Forestry the war had its impact. Cowal was a
major holiday destination for people from Glasgow and the area was a centre for ferry
services and sailing.
The armed forces were based at Ardentinny during World War II with up to 500 - 600 men
being garrisoned there at one time for training as commandos. The Cowal peninsula holds
many memories for service personnel and now their families. The grey buildings and pill
boxes along the Clyde coastline quietly remind those who notice them of its strategic
importance during the Second World War. Coulport, a British Naval base with nuclear
powered submarines lies several miles across Loch Long. Its blazing lights and large
buildings make it very visible, but the people of Ardentinny seem able to almost ignore it.
It has not brought employment opportunities or income to the village despite its close
proximity because of the long drive time around the lochs to it. The American Polaris
Base in the Holy Loch dominated the area for 30 years. Yet again Ardentinny seemed to
remain unaffected, being far enough away not to see it visibly or attract American
personnel to live. However, the base did bring large amounts of money into the local
economy around Dunoon, and when it went the impact was felt across Cowal.
The Firth of Clyde used to be full of boats providing a range of ferry services across lochs
and across the estuary. Most of these ferry services that plied between the piers that every
seaside village had have gone, along with many piers. There are moves to reestablish ferry
links along Loch Long. The excellent sailing in Loch Long and the Firth of Clyde draws
those who have sailed these waters back, whether it has been Glaswegians coming 'doon
the watter' on the ferries in the earlier part of the 20th century and coming back for
holidays now, or serious keel boat sailors. Ardentinny has been an extremely popular
place to anchor in the past, with as many as 30 boats coming in at weekends. This has
declined, but there is scope to bring back more boats.
Strategic Issues
z

Ardentinny was a 'Forestry village' and the loss of the nurseries and local employment
being replaced by contractors has resulted in little work and the decline of families living
in the area.

z

It is relatively insulated from the rest of the Cowal itself as well as the main
conurbations. Links to them are by the ferries on the Firth of Clyde and the narrow land
bridge on the northern part of the Cowal peninsula.

z

Planners and service deliverers who are not based in the area often do not realize the
distances and difficulties of moving around. Rural policy recognizes issues and
problems but does not always fully take into account what it is to be remotely rural and
what impact this has.
+ positively in terms of what rural communities want to preserve
- negatively in terms of what rural communities need to ensure remain as core
services to maintain the sustainability of their area.

z

It is also a very attractive part of the Scottish Highlands which has encouraged a high
percentage of property purchases for second home and retirement purposes from
relatively older individuals.

z

This in turn has tended to push up property prices and made it more difficult for
younger potential buyers, especially first time buyers.

z

Ardentinny has become in some peoples eyes, a retirement village.

z

Ardentinny's connection with people in the past and rural ambience draws people back
to it.
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Population
Demographic Trends
In terms of population trends, Argyll & Bute's population as a whole declined 0.8%
between the 1991 and the 2001 Census'. Scotland's increased by 1.3%. Cowal had a
huge 6.7% loss when 2,000 people left due to the 1992 closure of the American Polaris
Naval Base at the Holy Loch. The Holy Loch Ward which Ardentinny is part of was where
the biggest impact of this was felt, with a decline of 16% in its population between 1991
and 2001. While Ardentinny's population also declined by 11%, it was less to do with the
American base than other areas - Sandbank in particular. The reasons lie elsewhere.
Despite this, trends in the housing market and household occupancy have resulted in an
increase in Cowal of 3.5% in occupied households since 1991. This trend has continued
as evidenced by the amount of new build and renovation that can be seen across Cowal.
Recent population projections by Argyll & Bute Council suggest that Cowal's population
will increase while in the rest of Argyll & Bute there will be a decline6. This depends on
current trends identified in the 2001 Census continuing, and overturns the assumptions of
decline that were made following the Voluntary Population Survey in 1998. However it is
uncertain whether Ardentinny's population will increase overall or not as increases in the
numbers of older people coming in appear to be offset by the decline in the numbers of
young people.
Recent population
Population & Age Structure
Area
Total Population
Area
Male
Female
Age structures
0-4
5-9
10-15
16-17
18-19
20-29
30-44
45-64
65 plus
18 plus

National Park
15600
National Park
48.%
52%
National Park
5%
5%
7%
2%
2%
8%
21%
31%
18%
80%

Scotland
5062011
Scotland
48.%
52%
Scotland
5%
6%
8%
3%
2%
12%
23%
24%
16%
78%

Ardentinny
177
Ardentinny
47%
53%
Ardentinny
0%
4%
2%
0%
1%
2%
15%
46%
30%
94%

Statistics based on the 2001 Census, updated with local knowledge and the electoral role

As mentioned above, there has been a decline in the population of Ardentinny, especially
since the 1950s and the heyday of Forestry employment. At the 1991 census there were
just around 200 people, about 11% more than now, with 33 aged under19 compared to
12 nowadays. This indicates the radical change in the age structure. At its peak there
were 40 children in the local school when the Forestry was a major local
6 Results of population
employer and families stayed in the area. There were 3 before it closed. The
projections based upon 2001
percentages of people in one age group can fluctuate greatly in very small
Census results. As reported in
the Strategic Policy Committee
areas, and this has been the case with children in this community council
minutes, agenda item 9, Chief
area over the years. In the 1950's the median age of villagers would have
Executive, Argyll & Bute
Council 6th May 2004. The
been closer to that of the rest of Scotland. Nowadays the median age is mid
projections depend upon the
fifties compared to the Scottish one of late thirties.
trends identified continuing,
and are projected to 2021.
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Cowal has the highest percentage of older people in Argyll & Bute, indeed in Scotland.
Ardentinny has around 30% of its population over 65 years of age. While not as high as
Tighnabruiach with 36%, this is significantly more than the 16% for the whole of Scotland
and 18% for the Park
Population by gender
The 2001 Census shows a gender breakdown of 52% males and 48% females. This is in
line with the rest of the population which is surprising given its age structure. There are
usually more females than males in an elderly population. This is perhaps explained by
couples retiring to the area. Once widowed, locals feel that the trend seems to be to
move out again.

Population & Gender
Area
Total Population

National Park
15600

Scotland
5062011

Ardentinny
177

Area
Male
Female

National Park
48.46%
51.54%

Scotland
48.05%
51.95%

Ardentinny
48%
52%

2001 Census

Strategic Issues
The population has steadily declined and the age structure has altered greatly, from being
a mixed community to an ageing one. Some of this reflects economic changes, but also on
how central and local government policy impacts locally. For instance, The Forestry
Commission has the tensions of needing to operate commercially but is also a non
departmental government body, subject to government policy and with aims which are non
commercial. The change in commercial policy, especially to use contractors has had a
major effect on the sustainability of Ardentinny as a village. Changes to ferry, bus and rail
services, the retention or closure of remote rural primary schools, improvements in and
decentralization of health services, can all make impacts on population movements.
Policies can encourage people to stay or to go. A major influence is the housing market,
with Ardentinny, along with many areas in Cowal, becoming too expensive for families.
z

Ardentinny is a 'nearly remotely rural' area with a population mix that is unusual
compared to Scotland as a whole.

z

It has an ageing population and in the eyes of some has become a 'retirement village'.

z

This could affect the sustainability of the area.

z

However population projections are uncertain.

z

It is unclear what population levels make a community sustainable or not, or a particular
business or service located in it.

z

There are a range of ways to deliver services in areas which can cope with small and
fluctuating populations which could be worth exploring.

z

The area has influxes of tourists to caravan parks, tourists passing through, and people
with second homes that complicate the picture of who lives in the local area and who
supports the local community and economy. There can be both costs and gains from
this fluctuating population.
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Housing
Households
Area
Households with residents
Owner occupied
Rented - Council
Rented - other social
Rented - private
Rented - other

National Park
6515
74%
10%
4%
7%
6%

Scotland
2192246
63%
22%
6%
6%
5%

Ardentinny
100
83%
0%
3%
6%
6%

2001Census, 2006 Electoral Role and Community Profiling information 2007

Housing Tenure
Ardentinny has moved from being a place with many tied Forestry houses to one where
they are virtually all bought. Argyll and Bute Council has recently given its housing over to
Argyll Community Housing Association. It is not know the extent to which this kind of
change has taken place in other areas of the National Park and Scotland, but it is likely
that there is less council owned property than in 2001 across Scotland so the rented
council statistics are likely to be out of date.
Second or holiday homes in the Cowal area massively increased by 116% since 1991.
They make up 16% of the total housing stock in Cowal, in Ardentinny 17%, or 40% if
caravans are included from the Glen Finart Caravan Park. This is a larger proportion than
the Argyll and Bute average of 11%, the Parks 14% and massively bigger than the Scottish
average of 1.3%7. Argyll & Bute Councils analysis considers that, as almost half of these
second/holiday homes are caravans, most of the increase in this type of dwelling has
come through expansion of specific holiday caravan parks such as the one in Ardentinny.
The very remote feel of these parks, yet only a few hours drive from the conurbations and
the M8, make them extremely popular.
z

There are two new build empty properties in the village as of January 2008.

z

In Ardenfield estate, started 25 years ago, the last remaining plots have been filled over
the past few years.

z

Nine holiday homes are available to rent in various locations in the village and up at
Stronchullin Farm.

z

It is estimated that there are eight second homes.

z

Both these categories make up approximately 17% of the housing stock.

z

There are 70 static caravans at the Glenfinart Caravan Park which are mainly occupied
during the summer. If these are added to the category of second or holiday homes it
leaps to over 40% of households.

Future Developments
A developer has bought a large area of land at the shore but so far has been refused
permission to build because of the nature of the land. There are various pockets that the
Forestry own and may sell for housing.
Housing Need and Demand
Trends in the housing market and household occupancy have resulted in an increase in
Cowal of 3.5% in occupied households since 1991. There is a great deal of new build
going on as well as a lot of renovation work, so this increase may have escalated in
recent years. It is unclear exactly what the demand for housing is. People may not
even try to get housing in specific areas because they know none is available and
hidden homelessness can also obscure it. High prices indicate desirability however,
and Ardentinny is a very attractive place for those who wish a very quiet and remote
rural ambience.
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Argyll & Bute
Population, Argyll
& Bute Council
(23%20%20Population%
20Profiles.pdf)

In common with the rest of Cowal house prices have increased massively from a very how
level in the 1990s compared to the rest of Scotland and certainly to England. While
expensive enough to cause problems for first time buyers, they are still cheap for some
coming from other areas in the UK. Nowadays Argyll and Bute is close to the median for a
Scottish rural authority in terms of average house prices and affordability.
Property developers are showing an interest and have either bought (acreage on the shore)
or potentially could buy land that may become available from the Forestry Commission.
Because of the price of housing, it is not in the 'affordable' bracket for families which will
make it hard for families to live in the area. In 2004 Argyll and Bute had the second lowest
proportion of social housing for a Scottish rural local authority (13.2%).
Strategic Issues
Argyll and Bute records the highest percentage of second homes for any rural local
authority in Scotland and the second lowest proportion of social housing of Scottish local
authorities.
z

Ardentinny has 17% of local housing as holiday or second homes.

z

In addition there are seventy caravans in the area, which increases the second/holiday
home category to 40%.

z

There is also an outdoor centre used by 3,000 people a year.

z

Both of these seem to be absorbed into the village with little impact, but the potential
for supporting more services ie shops and cafes may be worth exploring because of
the large influxes of people the Centre and Caravan Park bring.

z

The large amount of housing stock and caravans not fully occupied, coupled with 30%
of the population being over 65, this makes the village along with others in Cowal and
some in the National Park, unusual. It impacts on services and facilities, as this kind of
range of factors makes difficulties for services and businesses.

z

What land should or should not be built on and the nature of those developments is a
controversial issue locally. Local people feel uneasy about how new developments
might affect their community and whether they would be 'in keeping' with the vision
they have for the area.

z

Whether affordable housing should be built locally is also a controversial issue. It would
appear that there are a variety of understandings in the local community of what the
term 'affordable housing' means, and clarifying this would be beneficial.

Affordable Housing - two definitions are:
‘Housing, whether for rent, shared ownership or outright purchase, provided at a cost considered affordable in
relation to incomes that are average or below average, or in relation to the price of the general market housing’
Argyll & Bute Population, Argyll & Bute Council [23%20-%20Population%20Profiles.pdf]
‘A segment of the housing market where a proportion of the housing is targeted or reserved for those people
who have a special housing requirement and/or who are unable to compete in the existing local market for
housing. It covers a spectrum of providers and tenures including housing associations, joint ventures, public sector
and owner occupation’. Bath and North East Somerset Council

Different forms of affordable Housing
Social rented - from either the Council or a Housing Association
Shared Ownership - buying part and paying rent for the rest of a house
Shared Equity - buying part of a house while a Housing Association retains the rest
Rural Home Ownership Grant - to help 1st time buyers by bridging the gap between the maximum
mortgage a buyer can raise and the real mortgage cost of a modest starter home
GRO Grants - sometimes given to private developers to provide low cost housing for sale
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park - http://ardentinny.org/community/Pop%20&%20Housing%20poster.pdf
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Employment and the Local Economy
Economic Activity
Area
All people aged 16 - 74

National Park

Scotland

Ardentinny

11625

3731079

140

Employed full time (>30hrs)

37%

40%

25%

Employed part time (<=30 hrs)

11%

11%

7%

Self employed

15%

7%

11%

Unemployed

3%

4%

4%

Full time student

2%

3%

0%

Economically active total

68%

65%

44%

Retired

16%

14%

34%

Student

3%

4%

0%

Looking after family

5%

6%

7%

Permanently sick or disabled

5%

7%

11%

Other
Economically inactive total

3%

4%

4%

32%

35%

56%

2001 census updated by electoral role and local knowledge

The changes from a farm base in the early 20th century, to a forestry base in the 50's
then to a small tourist and business base now shows in the employment figures along with
the older population structure.
In the 1950's 50 people were employed by the Forestry alone, both men and women. In
1991 the total number of people in full time employment was 80. Now it is less than half of
that, 36. 1991 saw 31% economically inactive, a massive 54% now. The number of
people permanently sick or disabled is high compared to other areas, while the lack of
young people shows up in the 0% comprising full time students.
The number of people employed full time is well below the national average, while self
employment is below the Park average. The self employment figure increased from 5% to
11% between the 1991 and 2001 census. It may have increased yet again since the 2001
census as broadband and home working have spread in Cowal.
Some people commute to work but due to the geography of Cowal this is a long and
expensive option. Others work from home and have brought arts, crafts, gardening and
internet based businesses to the village.
Some businesses closed some years go such as the tearoom and shop. A Post Office
Service is offered two hours per week at the Deer Farm, while the nearest post office that
opens daily is in Strone.

Other local businesses are:
z

Ardentinny Hotel

z

Ardentinny Outdoor Centre

z

Deer Farm

z

Glen Finart Caravan Park

z

Rental Properties

z

Dun Dariach Livery Stables

z

Fishing Boat
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Ardentinny Outdoor Centre was threatened with closure when Regional Councils were
disbanded and such centres were closed. A management buyout and staving off threats
to the company, Actual Reality, of their Toward premises being sold beneath them mean
that both the Toward and Ardentinny Centres continue successfully. Along with other
businesses in Cowal, Actual Reality has found it very hard to recruit local people as
domestic and other workers. Some of the staffing issues in Cowal are being solved by the
recent influx of eastern Europeans to work. At the moment none appear to be working and
living in Ardentinny though.
Ardentinny Hotel has
been very successful and
attracted customers from
a wide area, sailors to
moor boats and use the
hotel. It has recently
come under new
management again and
is rebuilding its customer
base.
The farms within the area
are are:
z

Ardentinny Farm

z

Baranacaber Farm

z

Craigoyle Farm

z

Sligrachan Farm

z

Stronchullan Farm

Several of these farms are now amalgamated. Farming has significantly changed and it is
increasingly hard to maintain a sustainable business. Stronchullin Farm has cottages to
rent out and has developed a quad bike venture to diversify its business along with clay
pigeon shooting and other sports.

Strategic Issues
The departure of the US Polaris Base in 1992 took millions out of the local economy and it
has taken well over a decade for the area to regenerate. There are positive signs now, but
the constraints on the ferry service could still have a dampening effect.
Operating some businesses can be very difficult. Small rural shops and indeed small urban
shops have been squeezed by supermarkets, the internet and increased willingness of
people to travel to shop. Many have been lost across the UK. Anecdotal evidence
suggests that some local business failure has been due to changing business practice, so
the small population is not the only factor in closure. It does make the area less forgiving
to such business mistakes though. Support for failing businesses is not easily accessible
nor knowledge about alternative models to help sustain vulnerable rural shops.
These do exist, but more proactive support could be of benefit in fragile
rural areas8. Farms are hard to make sustainable. Communities who wish
to support local business development or take on developing the social
economy can find it hard to negotiate the different statutory agencies and
non departmental government bodies.
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Shopping - a literature search
May 2006 Brocher Consultancy,
Lorna Ahlquist & Neil Kay for the
Cowal Deserve Project
http://www.nppdeserve.info/Use
rfiles/Files/Scotland%20Cowal%
20Shopping%20Report/NPP%2
0DESERVE%20Cowal%20projec
t%20Shopping%20%20a%20literature%20search%
20final.doc

On the other hand the internet is allowing people to work from home, opening up
opportunities for those in rural areas with internet connectability and broadband expanding.
Arts, crafts and leisure activities offer opportunities as many people have disposable
income to spend. Stronchullan Farm, the livery stables and local artists have been able to
tap into this.
z

Ardentinny's geographical position limits the commuting and employment opportunities
a relatively short distance way as the crow flies in the Inverclyde conurbation, right up
the River Clyde to Glasgow. Young people tend to leave to find employment.

z

However this also may be why self employment is high in this area.

z

Home working is also growing, aided by the growth in computer use and access to
broadband.

z

With only 44% of its population in work, Ardentinny has an unusually unbalanced profile
compared to other areas in the National Park, but not to some other villages in Cowal.

z

The large amount of housing stock and caravans not occupied year round, coupled
with 30% of the population being over 65, makes the village along with others in Cowal
and some in the National Park, unusual. It impacts on services and facilities, as these
factors make difficulties for services and businesses.

z

Yet other Cowal villages within the Park area ie Lochgoilhead and Cairndow, do not
share this extreme profile. They have more of an economic base to their area and
retain mixed populations. Lochgoilhead successfully supports local shopping facilitates,
while Cairndow does not, its shops being distant from where most villagers live and
very specialist.

z

Ardentinny has been very vibrant in the past and continues to have assets in the
Outdoor Centre, Caravan Park, the Hotel, the Deer Park and Stables.

z

The Outdoor Centre and the Caravan Park seem to be absorbed into the village with
little impact, but the potential for supporting more services ie shops and cafes may be
worth exploring because of the large influxes of people the Centre and Caravan Park
bring.

z

Stronchullan Farm has imaginatively and successfully diversified its activities with Quad
Biking, adding a major attraction to the area.

z

Ardentinny's position within the Park has brought increased activity from walkers, which
could perhaps bring income into the village if there were facilities to tempt them with.

z

Villagers on the whole continue to want the return of a village shop and tearoom, along
with perhaps some business units for arts, crafts and other small businesses.

z

Ardentinny may suffer from being 'nearly remotely rural' - if it were more isolated it
would have more need of shops and facilities, but it is near enough to Dunoon and
major shopping centres to take the edge off this need.

z

A study of shops in Cowal found that it is very hard to sustain small shops in remote
rural areas, but there are ways to support this and a variety of models which might be
worth exploring.
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Education
Ardentinny's primary school closed in the 1990s as there were only three pupils. The
school could boast forty pupils at its height, and the decline in the numbers of children
corresponds with the decline in Forestry employment. The school was vulnerable as Argyll
and Bute Council have been steadily closing small primary schools over the past two
decades. Six Pupils now go to Strone Primary School along with the children of Blairmore.
A dedicated bus takes them there and back.
Six Secondary school aged children go to Dunoon Grammar School, its new buildings just
opened in 2007. They get the regular local service bus to travel the 24 mile round trip.
The hourly bus service between Dunoon and Ardentinny ensures that pupils do not need
to miss out on extra curricular activities, although facilities to use while pupils wait for
activities to start in the evening or can wait for the next bus back do not seem to exist.
This school caters for a very wide geographical area with children from the southern Argyll
islands staying in its hostel.
Further and Higher Education is accessed in Greenock (James Watt College) and in
Glasgow and beyond. Increasingly educational opportunities have opened up to those
with physical and learning disabilities with James Watt College becoming important for the
latter group.
More local educational courses are available through Community Education in Dunoon. A
recent innovation has been the establishment of the Argyll College network with a college
base in Dunoon. Both offer IT suites while Argyll College has video conferencing facilities.
It is part of the new University of the Highlands and Islands. Based in Inverness, it has
links and outreach as well as distance learning with many courses and academic work
offered from a rural perspective. Argyll College is a private training company which offers
a range of courses. Dunoon has an unusual training facility which perfectly exploits the
deep waters of the Holy Loch - a professional diving training school.
Strategic Issues
z

A village without a primary school lacks a basic amenity and attraction to families.
Access to schools is a major consideration in choice of area for families looking to
relocate. Argyll and Bute Council appears to regularly review its small schools to
examine their viability. The downside of that is to make locating in Cowal less attractive
to families as they may wonder if their primary school or the one they go to a few
villages away will remain in place.

z

The innovations of Argyll College, The University of the Highlands and Islands and the
Dive Training school show what can be done in fragile rural areas to keep them vibrant.
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Health
GP/ Health Centre
The nearest GP practice used to be in Strone but has moved to Kilmun to a refurbished
forestry building which offers better space, facilities and services to the local communities
around the Holy Loch and up Loch Long. Prescriptions can be dispensed at it. Most
people in Ardentinny use that while a few go into Dunoon surgeries. The hourly bus
service Ardentinny enjoys helps ensure access for those without a car. There is a bus stop
at the surgery.
Primary Care Services
The range of services now delivered through GP practices has been increasing over recent
years. Rural communities could therefore be said to be getting more services locally now.
The Cowal area has been going through a service redesign exercise. It started with the
hospital but included consideration of outlying areas and the balance between what would
be provided in GP surgeries, as outreach from Dunoon General Hospital and at the
Hospital itself. After community consultation a 'hub and spoke' model was adopted that
highlighted the importance of rural practices and the community's desire for services to be
as local as possible. The' hub' - the hospital, is currently being redesigned and improved
while there has been considerable investment in GP surgeries across Cowal.
There are difficulties in delivering services in a rural area with long drive times between
patients. For example some District Nurses have had areas of around 250 square miles to
cover.
Changes to traditional GP coverage have worried rural residents. NHS 24 has not been
popular and instances of its lack of understanding of local geography have been of
concern. The Out of Hours service has taken some time to establish. The issues for rural
practices seem to add to the strain of shifting health care provision to meet 21st century
standards, practices and expectations.
Hospital & Acute Services
Dunoon General Hospital (DGH) used to provide a much fuller range of services, even
having an operating theatre long ago. Many of its functions have been centralised in other
hospitals over the years and communities feel that as a loss to their area. Some of this
has been necessary due to positive changes in medical practice; others appear to be part
of the erosion of rural areas resources. DGH is now going through a three year phased
development plan to bring the hospital up to current day standards. Some of the
development has had controversy attached ie changes to Maternity Services, the number
of beds for older people, the status of what has popularly been called Accident and
Emergency but which in actual fact is a Casualty Department.
For local communities there has been much anxiety over what will be provided in DGH,
whether Inverclyde Royal Infirmary will remain - the nearest big hospital, a ferry ride away,
or whether more centralisation will occur and people will have to travel to Paisley and
Glasgow. Local people have to travel to many of the health services they access. They
have rated travel to NHS facilities as a significant problem for them, prompting Cowal
Community Care Forum to produce a transport guide to financial support, transport
options and travel information to help people make difficult journeys. The Forum also
produced a postcard to bring to the attention of those making appointments for people
from Cowal that it may seem near on the map, but the travel time is long.
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Locally, NHS managers and staff have been developing the changes to the Hospital in an
increasingly positive way, with local communities able to be constructively involved.
The stated aim is to have anything that can be retained or brought back to Dunoon
delivered there, where that fits with good practice and current standards. It is hoped that
this local momentum can be maintained.

Ambulance Service
Ambulance provision in Cowal deteriorated over the years and has been seen as
inadequate and the subject of long standing lobbying and campaigning by Cowal
organisations. The current Accident & Emergency ambulance coverage only provides 24
hour cover by 2 A&E ambulances Monday to Thursday and a complicated patchwork of
additional provision at other times. As a minimum people living in Cowal want one
ambulance vehicle which is available at all times to transfer patients to Glasgow, one
emergency response vehicle and one accident and emergency vehicle. All vehicles should
be staffed by paramedic teams. Locally the Scottish Ambulance Service (SAS) and NHS
have been working very hard to achieve service improvements. It appears difficult to make
an impact on the planning structures at higher levels.
While local ambulance staff have expert knowledge, call centres sometimes find the
geography of remote rural areas difficult to fathom. Asirus or the Grid Reference
Identification Project is working with the Ambulance service to identify the grid or map
reference of those who are vulnerable because of their medical condition and logging it
with SAS to ensure that at risk people in hard to find remote rural areas are easily
pinpointed.
Transport problems have been mentioned above. There is no seamless set of service
options ranging from ambulance, through patient transport to voluntary car schemes to
ensure that those who find it hard to travel to access health services can do so. Many of
the elements of that are in place, but problems with criteria, funding and collaboration
remain.
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Dentist
There is a local dentist's surgery. Some people travel across the water to access dental
services especially after the closure of the second dental practice in Dunoon.
Optician
There are two opticians in Dunoon.
Care facilities
There are no care facilities in Ardentinny and no sheltered housing. Council and NHS
services are provided in peoples own homes, while Interloch Transport Service helps those
who need help in accessing services to do so.
Care facilities are in flux in Cowal for all ages. The balance between care in institutions
and care in ones own home is changing as the statutory agencies shift resources to
keeping people in their own homes. Some care homes for older people have closed, and
in keeping with government policy others are becoming providers of both nursing and
residential care in the same facilities. Historically Cowal has lacked nursing home
provision for older people, while residential care has been underprovided. It is unclear that
the changes underway will address the gaps in services that there have been.
Care in Community
Older people's services are going out to consultation as of winter 2008 to consider new
types of care and new tenders for services. The Councils Home Care services are
considered to be under resourced by the local Community Care Forum, while there
appears to be a lack of private paid carers available.
Recent retendering of support services and residential facilities for younger disabled people
and those with learning disabilities in 2007 mean that current provision has shifted and
changed there also. Given the age structure of Cowal is it unclear that the level of
resourcing that is needed now and in the future is or will be in place. Many changes to the
NHS and Council services have had many positive aspects. However the problems of
delivering services in remote rural areas remain.
Disability
In Ardentinny 32% of the population are classified as having a limiting long-term illness.
This is considerably higher than the percentage across the whole of Scotland, 20%. This
reflects the older population.
Carers
10% of the population were classed as unpaid carers in the census. This is only slightly
higher than the Scottish average of 9.5%. Given the population structure of Ardentinny, it
possibly means that people leave when they need care.
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Strategic Issues
The service redesign mentioned above of Dunoon General Hospital has been in the context
of major changes which have seen NHS Argyll and Clyde disbanded and Argyll and Bute
attached to NHS Highland. The Health Board is divided into Community Health
Partnerships (CHPs), Argyll and Bute being one. It has more powers than any of the other
CHPs in that it has more control over its budget. It does pay a substantial amount of that
to NHS Glasgow and Clyde, as so many of the services residents need is based in their
hospitals. It is felt now that the financial allocation to the area is fairer than before
reorganisation.
The Kerr report also had a major impact as it argued for the decentralisation of NHS
services. This has helped to counter the strong centralising trend over the past which has
resulted in rural communities increasingly having to access services which were become
more and more remote to them. Kerr also had a sub group to examine rural issues and
which increased the logic for decentralisation by paying attention to the needs of rural
communities9.
z

Statistics are necessary for planning purposes, but there are difficulties where
populations are so small. This is illustrated by looking at dementia where there may be
very small numbers in a village and fluctuate greatly from year to year. This can lead to
problems allocating staff and resources.

z

Without a good flexible model of service development that can deal with fluctuating
need in scattered villages, service delivery will remain a problem. Appropriate models
are the real challenge of rural service development.

z

The Ambulance service has been of concern for many years to Cowal residents, and it
is imperative the positive work at local level manages to improve this soon.

z

There is no seemless set of service options ranging from ambulance, through patient
transport to voluntary car schemes to ensure that those who find it hard to travel to
access health services can do so. Many of the elements of that are in place, but
problems with criteria, funding and collaboration remain.

z

Health and Council services are in flux. There are many very positive developments,
and there is increased recognition that rural areas need different models and resources.
It remains to be seen whether this will translate into all the resourcing the local
communities and professional staff would like to see.

z

Health and social care services are part of the core that make a community sustainable
or not. Without good local services people do not remain or may not choose to locate
in an area.

z

Ardentinny has no care facilities in it, which means that care in ones own home has to
work, or people have to leave. There is a perceived lack of statutory Home Carers,
while private carers are hard to come by.

9

Building a Health Service Fit
for the Future, Prof David
Kerr, A National Framework
for Service Change in the
NHS Scotland, Scottish
Executive 2005
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Publications/2005/05/23141
307/13171
Rural Access Team Final
Report. A national
Framework for Service
Change, Scottish Executive
http://www.show.scot.nhs.u
k/sehd/nationalframework/D
ocuments/remoterural/Final
%20Draft170505.pdf
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Community Facilities and Organisations
Library
There is a mobile library service which comes out from Dunoon.
Village Halls
Ardentinny has a very well used community hall, Glenfinart Hall, run by its own committee.
Many social events mark the year with Christmas Ardentinny parties, Burns suppers etc. It
needs to improve the disabled access facilities it has, which will involve land purchase from
a private source and substantial investment. This is a challenge.
Social Groups
The following well supported clubs use the village hall.
z
z

Hobbies
Indoor Carpet Bowling

z
z

Bridge
Badminton

z
z

Art Club
WRI

Church
There is a local Church Of Scotland Church, but in keeping with trends many churches in
villages have amalgamated and nowadays one minister covers several churches and their
villages.
Community Websites
There are two excellent community websites, one of which is interactive and is used by
locals as well as people across the world that have connections with Ardentinny
Community Development
Ardentinny Community Trust came about due to the community development policies and
support of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park. The Park continues to support
local communities. The Trust exists to provide a vehicle to develop the community within
the Community Council area. It has undertaken some projects arising from the last
community action plan. The Trust is struggling for active members and unless some
come forward, will become inactive until more support can be secured. It could be that
the village is too small to sustain a Trust, a Community Council and a Hall Committee.
Ardentinny Community Council continues to be active. One of its successes has been to
secure the excellent bus service the community enjoys.
Strategic Issues
z

The village hall needs to upgrade its disabled access to comply with current regulations.
This involves obtaining finance and in purchasing privately owned land to accommodate
the small amount of building works that need to be done. This will be challenging for
the Hall Committee.

z

The viability of the Trust is in question as more people are needed to undertake its work.

z

To progress projects of interest to the community involves many different bodies and
negotiating complex issues and planning procedures. This is a barrier to communities
who are being encouraged to take on major responsibilities on behalf of their
communities by statutory and non departmental government bodies.

z

There is perhaps a need for more support and for clear guides to all the agencies they
have to deal with, their remits, rules, regulations and processes, and more receptive,
transparent and speedier planning structures and processes.
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Leisure and Recreation and Open Spaces
Sports
The Bowling Green is a well used community asset.
Formerly there was a field used as a football pitch when the Forestry employed many
locals, but this land is now under private ownership.
Sailing is very popular and the small jetty at the front of the Ardentinny Outdoor Centre is
used to launch. The jetty is used by the Outdoor Centre, and may be used by others with
their permission, bearing in mind the safety and needs of the youngsters in their care.
There used to be moorings at the Hotel and a pontoon, but these are not available any
more.
Dun Dariach Livery Stables offers facilities to locals and those living in Cowal. They can
also take horses brought by those wanting to bring their own horse on holiday.
Community Woodlands
Ardentinny does not have community woodland but has extensive access to Forestry
paths and wooded areas. Some of the woodland is ancient woodland. The community
has an interest in creating a meadow and, or woodland area in the big field down by the
sea. Some would also like to see a few houses built in this large site. There is a
Coronation Wood which local people feel is in disrepair and needs attention.
The beach area is dotted with pines and at the furthest end runs into woodland.
Play Areas
There is no actual dedicated play area. However the large sandy beach and picnic area is
a favourite spot. There is some community interest in making a play area, while others are
less keen to attract young people in.
Fishing
Local people report a decline in the numbers of fish due to trawlers over fishing.
Paths and Walking
Locals estimate there are in excess of 30 miles of forestry paths throughout Glenfinart
Forest. Walks range from the easy, around the beach, to the difficult. There is scope for
joining up more of the forestry paths so circular routes can be taken. Since the advent of
the National Park more walkers have been coming to Ardentinny. This is really only noticed
by residents who are in the glen and are walkers themselves as there has been little to
tempt the walkers into the village itself. The renaissance of the Hotel may alter this.
Although there is signage, there has been some comment that it could be increased and
improved to be more in line with signage elsewhere in the Park.
Strategic Issues
z

Regulation of the fishing of the Loch might bring back stocks to a sustainable level.

z

Signage, and more circular, joined up paths in the forest may be of benefit and draw
more walkers.

z

Play areas could be developed for young people.
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Transport and Roads
Ardentinny is served by small narrow roads which increasingly breathe in to become single
track once Blairmore is reached. Regular passing places are provided - very necessary
especially as large Forestry vehicles use the road. A very small single track road climbs
steeply and winds its way to the Whistlefield Inn and the A815, taking travelers away from
the coast to Loch Eck, up to Strachur and either west and south to Lochgilphead or east
towards Loch Lomond and Glasgow.
Internet mapping services do not cope well with Cowal. Some route cars on ferries from
Dunoon to Gourock then to Helensburgh to go north. However no car ferry exists between
Gourock and Helensburgh. Similarly, the nearest railhead in one mapping service is
described as Garelochhead, 3.20 miles away. It is, but as the crow flies, not as the car
drives around Loch Eck and Loch Lomond. These services tend to underestimate drive
times as they don't take sufficient account of the nature of the routes nor of the traffic once
the conurbations are reached.
Distances
Ardentinny is:
z

3.6 miles from Blairmore, the nearest village or 10 minutes drive

z

12.4 miles from Dunoon, the nearest town, or 30 minutes drive

z

19 miles from Greenock via ferry or 1 hour 10 minutes drive/ferry if no waiting time

z

45 miles from Glasgow via ferry or 1 hour 40 minutes if no waiting time at the ferry

z

74 miles from Glasgow by road or 2 hours by road

Car Ownership
There has not been a large increase in the numbers of cars and vans since the last census
- it is still less than one car per household. Vehicle ownership is still much higher than
Scotland as a whole, and more than other villages in the Park area. This possibly reflects
the high numbers of adults in Ardentinny's population.

Cars or Vans available for private use
Area

National Park

Scotland

Ardentinny

Households with residents

6515

2192246

100

No cars or vans

15%

34%

11%

One car or van

46%

43%

50%

Two cars or vans

32%

19%

33%

Three or more cars or vans

8%

4%

6%

Public Transport

Buses
Ardentinny is very well served by an hourly bus service which allows commuters to travel to
work in Dunoon or access the 8.20 (from Glenfinart) and 8.50am (from Sligrachan where
the last houses in the village are before going over the hill to the A815) ferries. The last
bus from Dunoon to Ardentinny is at 20.45pm. At the time of the last community profile
there was no Sunday service, but, very positively there now is.
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Ferries
Ferry services are very important to Cowal, although people in Ardentinny have the option
of road the ferry does link to the nearest railhead at Gourock. There are two ferry services,
Western Ferries in Hunters Quay and Caledonian MacBrayne which operates out of the
centre of Dunoon to Gourock. The town centre to town centre service of Calmac has
been subject to long term campaigning to prevent it from disappearing or becoming a
passenger only service despite clear community wishes to maintain the vehicle and
passenger town centre and railhead link. Despite the economic importance to Cowal of
securing both services able to run according to consumer demand, there is no clear way
forward as yet.
There are proposals to link the Loch Long communities by ferries again. Ardentinny
residents feel that the pier identified to be part of this is too far away from the centre to
make it viable and are now not part of the scheme.
At times a yellow water taxi operates from Lochgoilhead down to Ardentinny.

Community Transport
Cowal has enjoyed the benefits of the Deserve Transport Project, part of an EU
transnational exploration of models of rural service delivery shared between Scotland,
Finland, Norway and Sweden. As its funding ended it has morphed into Interloch
Transport with the same aims but a different funding base. It provides transport to
vulnerable people who do not have their own transport, to ensure they can access a wide
range of services. It is well used across Cowal and in Ardentinny, and complements other
services such as Dial a Bus. Dial a Bus covers Ardentinny twice a week and also allows
vulnerable people to access services. Residents can also use it to go to Greenock once a
month.
Roads and Traffic management
The roads are reasonable but trees and foliage can create blind spots where more
maintenance would eradicate this potential danger. The sides of the road can be an issue
and again more maintenance to keep them clear, sound and as free of water as possible
would benefit motorists, but cyclists in particular. Many of Cowal's roads are a joy for
cyclists, and walkers, if it were not for the potholes, state of the road edges and motorists
who often exceed speed limits dangerously. While Ardentinny residents have criticisms of
the roads, they like their narrow and often single track access. It is part of the charm of
the area and contributes to the remote feel of the village.
Argyll and Bute has a major task with the nature and upkeep of its roads. A recent
evaluation of the Councils transport strategy found that 'road condition is well below the
Scottish average, especially on the main road network, with a significant backlog of
essential works. Rates of road accidents and road fatalities are higher than the Scottish
average'.10
Strategic Issues
z

Residents like their small rural roads, but would like better maintenance of the roads
and roadside.

z

Speeding is a problem.

z

Cyclists and walkers therefore have to be very careful.

z

Bus services are excellent.

z

Ferry services are good but the future of Caledonian MacBrayne, which caters
for those with no cars, is most convenient for the railhead and thus students
and commuters, is uncertain. This is despite clear community wishes.
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10 Evaluation of the
development of the Argyll
and Bute Local Transport
Strategy 2007 - 2010
'Moving Forward' For
SpatialNorth By Clive
Bowman and Crona
O'Shea Centre for
Mountain Studies, Perth
College - UHI August 2007
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Utilities
Telecommunications
Residents are able now to get broadband. Landlines are good but mobile phone coverage
is variable and depends on the company.
Sewage
There is no public sewage system. Young people in Strone Primary school have
commented on how many broken sewage pipes there are in the villages around the area.
This is a health hazard and detracts from a major attraction of the area. Some residents
consider that the Caravan Park may have inadequate sewage facilities causing some
smells in the summer.
Refuse
There is a weekly uplift. It seems that the charges for the collection of unwanted items
and the Council stopping putting out skips for residents has resulted in more fly tipping.
Litter at the beach and picnic site is a problem. Forestry policy apparently is not to put
bins out as people are supposed to take their litter with them. However they do not and
locals are left with the problem.
Recycling
There are recycling bins in the village car park.
Gas
There is no mains gas.
Electricity
This is supplied by the Scottish Hydroboard.
Water
The mains supply is by Scottish Water although there are some private supplies also.
Strategic Issues
z

There are some worries that the infrastructure could not sustain any more housing
developments in the area.

z

The young people would like to see all the broken sewage pipes fixed so they can have
clean beaches to play on.

z

The young people would like to have some play areas and also a bus shelter to shield
them from the rain.

z

Litter is a problem that needs to be solved.
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Emergency Services
Police
The nearest police station is at Kilmun. Locals report issues of vandalism and drug use at
the picnic site at the beach. It is a popular spot for young people who come to camp,
sometimes from quite a distance. Needles have to be cleared at times, and litter is a
problem.
Ambulance
Better coverage is needed for the area.
Fire Brigade
The Fire Brigade is based in Dunoon. It would take 25 minutes to get to Ardentinny, while
a timber Swedish house can burn down in ten minutes.
Strategic Issues
z

Ambulance cover remains inadequate.

z

The vandalism, camping, drinking and drug taking at the beach are a problem at times.
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Environment
Agriculture
Agricultural practice has changed with the loss of land to aforestation, farms
amalgamating, a decline in the numbers of sheep and cattle and the growing of crops.
Farms increasingly have to diversify to survive, as Stronchullan Farm has.
Forestry
The Forestry Commission was responsible for some of the changes to agriculture as it
bought up land, planted it and created a large nursery to produce saplings in the area. In
its head day a large number of Ardentinny residents, both male and female were
employed, tied housing provided with smallholdings or crofts part of this. The Forestry
stopped the nursery, employment also fell as contractors came in to do the work of the
locals, and the houses were sold off. It would appear that the Forestry Commission is
now interested in selling off the pockets of land it still retains around Ardentinny.
Land ownership
Land ownership has seen changes from the big estates being broken up, the Forestry
buying up farm land and now denuding itself of some of these pockets of land while
retaining big tracts. Communities are being encouraged to buy and develop land in a
range of ways, and it may be that this will happen in Ardentinny. More housing may be
built as developers look at the potential for more housing in Ardentinny. Therefore the
trend would appear to be a big shift from large landowners to individual land owners and
community ownership.
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Flora
There is a wide variety of West of Scotland wild flowers. The Clunie Wood is a fine
example of birchwood while oakwood has been planted according to the policy of
reestablishing more traditional oakwoods . There is a variety of mature hardwood trees
along the river.
Fauna
Scotland's important indigenous animals are resident, including seals, polecat, otters,
foxes and roe and red deer. There is an abundance of wild birds and eagles. Red Squirrel
conservation is becoming an issue and communities are actively being encouraged to
protect them.
Sites of special significance
Craighoyle Woodland is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest due the scarce
species in it and the large number of species.
Tidal Pool
There used to be a tidal pool at Glenfinart Burn, which was important for fish and their
movement up the river. It was also a popular spot. It is not regularly dredged anymore
and has deteriorated. It is potentially a local asset as well as having environmental
significance.

Other environmental issues
Coulport is a British Nuclear Submarine base and as such has the obvious issue of
containing that nuclear power. Recently there were moves by the UK Government to store
nuclear waste at Coulport which never came to fruition. Faslane is also nearby.
Activities and Events
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park organised an interactive family day in 2007
about sea life conservation in the Cowal area. The Forestry Commission recreation
department organizes regular events at the beach site, including Easter egg hunts,
environmental activity days, wild flower and bird spotting walks.
Strategic Issues
z

The inclusion of Ardentinny Community Council in the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
National Park has conferred status and opportunity on the area.

z

It has brought changes, and residents are keen to be part of and in control of what
happens to their community.

z

It is likely that conservation will be enhanced.

z

It is less clear how the environment will continue to change in terms of land ownership,
communally owned areas and housing development.
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Heritage
An Iron Age fort testifies that Ardentinny has been inhabited for a very long time.
Ardentinny Hotel and the Douglas Dower House remain as buildings from the 18th
Century. The other important one, Glenfinnart House unfortunately burnt down although
the Tower still remains. The Church and a row of cottages date from about 1839. The old
ferry house and another row of cottages are other old buildings on the shore side of the
road. The Manse dates from 1874.
Work to preserve and enhance the historical legacy is one of the interests of local
residents. There are many local historical monuments from the days when there were big
estates and 'grand houses', to preserve physically and as part of the local culture and
identity. The Arched Bridge has been renovated through the work of Ardentinny
Community Trust. Other monuments still need repair or renovation: Fingals Well, Barons
Cairn, the Walled Garden, the Mill and Mill Pond.

Ardentinny can boast two songs - Robert Tannahill's "The Lass O' Aranteenie" ( 1807)
and Sir Harry Lauder's O'er the Hill to Ardentinny". He lived in Glenbranter at the time.
During the war the Royal Naval Commando base HMS Armadillo was housed in
Glenfinnart House and a plaque commemorates this. There is also a board with
photographs of the Commandos down at the beach. Nissan huts, the foundations of
which can still be seen, were occupied by many service members and at the rear of the
old Forestry building there is the old prison cell where commandos who had committed
some misdemeanour were locked up.
Fascinatingly, Ardentinny is said to be the inspiration for the Magic Roundabout, a cult
animation series with whimsical animal and human characters. It was developed by the late
Eric Thompson, who lived in the village, and the family maintain local links. With their
permission, the character of Dougal was used by the Save Ardentinny School Campaign
when fighting the closure of the local primary school in the eighties. They were successful
on that occasion, but unfortunately the school was closed some years later as pupil
numbers declined.
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Community Profile Summary
Strategic Issues
z

There is a strong desire by many in the community to preserve the deteriorating
physical heritage that adds character and charm to the village.

z

It is a major challenge though for a community to take this responsibility raise the
money and complete complex negotiations and processes to achieve that.

z

More support may be necessary if communities are to take on such tasks.

Ardentinny is a 'nearly remotely rural' community that greatly values the peace and quiet,
beauty and lack of some amenities that keep its unique character.
Planners and service deliverers who are not based in the area often do not realize the
distances and difficulties of moving around. Rural policy recognizes issues and problems
but does not always fully take into account what it is to be remotely rural and what impact
this has:
z

+ positively in terms of what rural communities want to preserve

z

- negatively in terms of what rural communities need to ensure remain as core
services to maintain the sustainability of their area.

The balance of remaining a sustainable community yet retaining its uniqueness, of keeping
its heritage yet moving with the times, is a very evident tension. Both residents and
government and non departmental government bodies show these tensions. For the
former it results in tensions between wanting no development or some development. For
the latter this results in conflicts between a commitment to sustainable rural communities,
rural inclusion, rural equality of access to services and commercial concerns coupled with
cost constraints.
This is a very fine balancing act and one that needs very clear and strong policy guidance
and hands on community and development support to achieve.
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