2008 - 2011

COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN

KILMARONOCK
COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2008 - 2011
KILMARONOCK COMMUNITY FUTURES STEERING GROUP
LOCH LOMOND & THE TROSSACHS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

LOCH LOMOND & THE TROSSACHS COMMUNITY FUTURES PROGRAMME

INTRO
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P L A N

KILMARONOCK COMMUNITY
ACTION PLAN
The people of Kilmaronock Community Council area prepared this, our second
Community Action Plan, with the assistance of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
National Park Community Futures Programme.
The plan revises and replaces our initial Community Action Plan which is now
out of date. The village has achieved some of the priorities in that plan, such as:
■
■
■
■

Establishing the Kilmaronock Community Trust
Refurbishing the Aber Path right of way
Upgrading the play park
Installing a pedestrian crossing and speed limit warning signs

Some other priorities are carried forward, while some important new issues have
been identified to reflect the changes in our community over the last few years.
The Plan summarises community views on
■
■
■
■

Kilmaronock now
the vision for its future
the issues that matter most
priorities for action

The Plan makes a clear statement about the type of place Kilmaronock aims to
be – and what needs to be done.
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KILMARONOCK COMMUNITY FUTURES STEERING GROUP AND SUPPORT
A local Community Futures Steering Group was established with representatives
from Kilmaronock Community Council and Kilmaronock Community Trust.
Members were Hammy Stewart, Jan Haining, Irene Forester and Sheila Cronin as
the Community Profiler. The group had support and input from other members
of the Trust and the Community Council.
Lesley Campbell and Mike Greig from Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National
Park Authority worked with the Steering Group to support the consultation
process.
LOCAL PEOPLE HAVE THEIR SAY
The Plan was prepared following extensive consultation with the community
over the period from November 2007 to March 2008. Consultation included:
■ A series of interviews with different groups and individuals representing
all aspects of the community
■ A community views survey that went to all house holds
■ Junior Survey carried out at the school
■ A community profile detailing facts and figures about the community
■ A Community Futures Open Day

89 SURVEY FORMS WERE COMPLETED BY OUR 260
HOUSEHOLDS
41 JUNIOR SURVEY FORMS WERE COMPLETED BY
P5, 6 AND 7 PUPILS
19 STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS WERE HELD WITH A
BROAD RANGE OF INTEREST GROUPS AND
INDIVIDUALS
82 PEOPLE ATTENDED THE OPEN DAY
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OUR COMMUNITY NOW
We have summarised below the views from our COMMUNITY VIEWS SURVEY.
COMMUNITY VIEWS SURVEY
WHAT WE LIKE - THE TOP FIVE

% Responses

1

Friendly people and community spirit

60%

2

The scenery and access to the outdoors

46%

3

Local services – the hall, shop, post office, church
and school

36%

4

The rural location yet near to city life

26%

5

A quiet and safe atmosphere in the village

17%

✓

“It is a very friendly location and as new-comers we have been made to feel
very welcome”
“The scenery is spectacular - the loch, fields and mountains”
“It’s the local shop, the post office, the village hall that are important”
“It’s only an hour to the city and yet I can walk to Loch Lomond”
“I like the quiet rural atmosphere”

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE - THE TOP FIVE

% Responses

1 The A811 (speed, noise, safety, condition, signage)

39%

2 Litter, litter collection and enforcement

13%

3 Lack of housing for local needs

11%

4 Lack of public toilets

9%

5 Poor connections and infrequent public transport

7%

“Motorists travel too quickly through the village which is a danger”
“The litter (most of it from passing cars)”
“Very limited housing choice – its hard for young people”
“No public toilet for miles around”
“Why can’t the bus meet up with the train?!”
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JUNIOR SURVEY
41 forms were returned from children in primary 5, 6 and 7.
LIKES

% Responses

1

Nice views and the countryside

60%

2

Friendly People

57%

3

Quiet small village

35%

4

Good areas for playing in

32%

✓

“There are lovely views and really good walks”
“Its just right, nice and quiet”
“Lots of places to see and go”

DISLIKES

% Responses

1 No public toilets

50%

2 The busy road and safety walking to school

40%

3 Graffiti

25%

4 Not enough sports activities or things to do

22%

✗

“There are no toilets near the football pitch”
“I don’t like the big busy road right through the village”
“Its hard to play sports on the wet pitch and there is nothing to do”
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OUR COMMUNITY NOW
We have summarised below some of the information from the COMMUNITY
PROFILE.
COMMUNITY PROFILE 2008
Location
The community is made up of Gartocharn village and the surrounding countryside
within the Kilmaronock Community Council boundary: south towards the Kilpatrick
hills, north to Loch Lomond, east to the river Endrick and west to Balloch and
Haldane. Kilmaronock is unique as the only rural parish in West Dunbartonshire.
Population
The population has remained between 700 and 750 people since 1971. The age
structure has changed over the years with 23% of people over 60 in 2001. The
percentage of young teenagers (10 -15yrs) is lower than Scotland as a whole.
However, there is anecdotal evidence indicating that the number of families in
the area with young children is increasing.
Housing
Kilmaronock has a higher than average proportion of owner occupied housing,
and a correspondingly lower than average proportion of social rented housing. In
the 1980s there were 52 local Authority houses in Gartocharn, now there are less
than 10 socially rented houses. With very few houses built over the last 10 years,
the area is characterised by high prices and scarce supply.
Roads and Transport
The A811 main road between Balloch and Stirling crosses the parish and runs
through the middle of Gartocharn village. This is a very busy road with over 8,000
vehicles per day using the road, and this has a major impact on the village. There
is a bus service to Balloch that links with national rail network. Travel to the main
urban centre of Glasgow by car is less than an hour, however by public transport
this journey takes longer.
Local Economy and Employment
Many people commute to work outside the area and there is a limited number of
well paid, full time jobs available locally.
Around 80 people are employed in tourism and hospitality, but most coming in
from surrounding areas.
There are around 100 people working in the agricultural sector, with just under half
being resident owners.
A range of small businesses operate in the area: Plumbers, Joiners, a Builders
business along with a car repair garage. There is also a horse riding school and
several business operated “from home”.
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Retail and Services
We have a village shop, post office and petrol station. A local farm runs a
market every Friday morning where they sell a variety of fruit & vegetables and
other farm produce, which attracts visitors from all around the area.
There is a Garden Centre and Bird of Prey Centre outside the village at Ballagan.
Also at Ballagan, the former coach garage is now an animal feeds supplier and
country store.
There is one hotel in the area, The Hungry Monk, in the village of Gartocharn.
There is a Private Members Club, Ross Priory, which can be hired for functions
and which provides Bed & Breakfast accommodation. Unfortunately neither of
these establishments really caters for local needs – and the lack of a “village
pub” is bemoaned by many!
Community Organisations and Facilities
Kilmaronock has an active Community Trust and a Village Hall Committee as
well as a number of other groups including sporting clubs and societies.
Kilmaronock Millennium Hall is a great asset for the community, and also is
widely used by groups and organisations in the surrounding area. Our
Community Newsletter, The Dumpling Times, and the village website provide
local information.
Education
Gartocharn Village primary school has a roll of just under 90 pupils. At present
49 of these are placing requests from outside the school catchment area.
Taking placing requests allows the school to remain viable.
Leisure and Recreation
Gartocharn has sports playing fields and a play park for children, however
drainage needs to be improved to make them usable all year round. Walks
include the Aber path from Gartocharn to the shores of Loch Lomond and the
path up Duncryne Hill (known locally as the Dumpling).
Heritage
Kilmaronock is rich in heritage with several listed sites including a site of a pre
reformation chapel, dedicated to St. Kessog of Luss, at Aber; the remains of
Kilmaronock Castle; a 15th or 16th century tower house and Kilmaronock Parish
Church on the site of an earlier 14th century church.
Kilmaronock Heritage Group was established seven years ago, and is very active
in gathering and displaying heritage material about the parish of Kilmaronock .
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OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF
KILMARONOC K
KILMARONOCK VISION STATEMENT 2008T
The type of place we want Kilmaronock to be:
A rural community
....where agriculture is still the main land use within a framework that protects
the diversity of the local environment and where new development is small
scale and maintains and supports the existing character of the village.
A safe community
....where people take priority over traffic
A balanced community
....with a good mix of ages and a sufficient range of housing to suit local
needs, retaining young people in the area, first class community facilities and
recreational activities, with good educational opportunities and a thriving
community spirit to keep it a good place to live and bring up a family
An active, welcoming community
....with good paths and routes for walking, cycling and riding
An enterprising community
....where good opportunities for working locally are encouraged and
supported through intelligent re-use of redundant buildings and first class
professional support
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MAIN THEMES & PRIORITIES
These are the things that the community will aim to achieve in partnership with
a range of agencies and supporters over the next few years. The themes are not
in priority order, however we have identified some early actions to be taken.
THEME 1: RECREATION AND YOUTH ACTIVITY
There is a tremendous opportunity to
MAIN PRIORITIES
improve facilities and activities for young
people in Kilmaronock. This in turn will foster ■ More activities for youth and
younger people
greater community spirit and strengthen our
■
Improve football pitch and
community organisations.
play park area
■ Strengthen and link
community organisations
THEME 2 - PROVIDE A MIX OF HOUSING
To keep a vibrant and balanced community
there needs to be a mix of housing available
for local people. By making sure that we
participate in planning consultations, and
gather up to date information we will be in a
stronger position to bring projects forward.
THEME 3 - PATHS AND ACCESS
Kilmaronock has many pathway connections
both within and outside the area for example
National Cycle Route 7 and Aber path. We
would like to make the most of these links to
benefit all users - residents and visitors.

MAIN PRIORITIES
■
■

Making sure our voice is
heard
Gathering up to date
information

MAIN PRIORITY
■
■

Maintain and improve
existing path network
Develop new paths for the
community
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THEME 4 - ROAD SAFETY AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT
The main road runs right through the heart of MAIN PRIORITY
the village and we are increasingly concerned
that traffic dominates village life. We want to ■ Road Safety
reduce traffic speed through the village and ■ Road and verge maintenance
improve pedestrian safety, especially children ■ Better bus service
to and from school. Maintenance of the road
and verges is a problem we wish to tackle,
along with lobbying for a better bus service.
THEME 5 - SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE
There are a number of interlinked
MAIN PRIORITY
infrastructure issues that need to be dealt
with together to improve the way the village ■ Village layout study
■ Community energy use and
“works” for locals and visitors – parking,
supply
signage, toilets, recycling facilities etc. We
want to do this in the context of a sustainable
future for Kilmaronock, and are also looking
into renewable energy ideas.
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ACTION
Making progress – some of the action steps to be taken over the coming
months:
THEME 1
PRIORITY 1

RECREATION AND YOUTH ACTIVITY
MORE ACTIVITIES FOR YOUTH AND YOUNGER PEOPLE
■

■

■

■

Establish a working group to lead on improving activities for
youth and younger people
Encourage and motivate more parents from the village to get
involved, perhaps through introductory events
Get young people involved through a survey of what
facilities are needed
Establish a youth club in the Hall

Action by Community Trust, young people, parents, Youth Services at
West Dunbartonshire Council
PRIORITY 2

IMPROVE THE FOOTBALL PITCH AND PLAY PARK AREA
■
■

■

Improve drainage on football pitch and play ground
Investigate feasibility of creating a wetland area within the
play park to assist in drainage and help biodiversity
Have a community clean up around the football pitch and
neighbouring field

Action by Football Club, Community Trust, volunteers
PRIORITY 3

STRENGTHEN AND LINK COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
■
■

Promote the use of the village website
Find ways for all community organisations to encourage
youth involvement; possibly through a youth charter

Action by Community Trust, Community Council
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PROVIDE A MIX OF HOUSING
MAKING SURE OUR VOICE IS HEARD
■
■

■

Lobby for pressured area status
Participate as a village in the Local Plan consultation process
to lobby for a local plan that allows local needs housing
development without favouring large scale speculative
housing developments
Encourage people to participate in planning discussions
through the Community Council

Action by Housing Group, Community Council
PRIORITY 2

GATHERING UP TO DATE INFORMATION
■
■

■

Undertake a local housing needs survey
Investigate feasibility of suitable housing for elderly residents
in Gartocharn
Identify suitable sites for local housing through the local
plan process

Action by Housing Group, National Park Authority
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PATHS AND ACCESS
MAINTAIN & IMPROVE EXISTING PATH NETWORK
■

■

Encourage / support landowners to upgrade and maintain the
path up Duncryne (the Dumpling)
Sign post Aber path from the main road

Action by Paths Group, local landowners
PRIORITY 2

DEVELOP NEW PATHS FOR THE COMMUNITY
■
■

Establish a path to Ross Priory Community Woodland
Link up the war memorial and Kilmaronock Parish Church
with the village

Action by Paths Group, Forestry Commission

THEME 4
PRIORITY 1

ROAD SAFETY AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT
ROAD SAFETY
Liaise with West Dunbartonshire Council to have existing
speed sign repaired, and extend 30mph limit further outside
the village area
■ Investigate the feasibility of other traffic calming measures
■ Improve roadside footway between Gartocharn and Balloch
■

Action by Community Council, Paths group, WDC
PRIORITY 2

ROAD AND VERGE MAINTENENCE
■
■

■

Improve pavement between old manse and school path
Report road drainage issues through the Community Council
to assist them to lobby for better road drainage
Liaise with WDC for them to manage the litter along road
verges

Action by Community Council, Paths Group, WDC
PRIORITY 3

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
■

Work with Drymen and Buchanan communities to lobby for
the bus time table to marry up with train time table at Balloch
station

Action by Community Council

Page 13

AC T I O N

C O M M U N I T Y

THEME 4
PRIORITY 1

AC T I O N

SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE
VILLAGE LAYOUT
■

■

By looking at village layout options we will be able to
determine where public toilets, parking and bus shelter
would be best located, as well how to reduce parking
pressure at the hall
Commission a feasibility study to evaluate village layout
options and funding

Action by Community Trust
PRIORITY 2

COMMUNITY ENERGY INITIATIVE
■

Investigate feasibility of a community energy project to
provide alternatives for the community’s energy needs

Action by Community Trust – Renewable Energy Group
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MAKING IT HAPPEN
Kilmaronock Community Trust and Kilmaronock Community Council will both
play key roles in implementing this Action Plan, but support from others in the
community is also critical to success.
Some themes will be taken forward by existing groups, and we will encourage
new people to join and support these, whilst other themes will need new
groups to drive them forward.
The Community Trust will take the lead in establishing a new Recreation and
Youth Activity group. Ideally this new group will have representatives from
existing community groups to ensure links and coordination, and will go on to
achieve actions. The Trust will also lead on Sustainable Infrastructure and
Renewable Energy.
As existing sub groups of the Community Trust, the Housing group will lead on
Providing a Mix of Housing and the Paths Group will lead on Path and Access.
The Community Council will lead on Public Transport and Road Safety and
Maintenance.
All of the community – clubs, organisations, individuals and groups in the
Kilmaronock area - will be part of the joint effort to make this Action Plan a
reality.

If you wish to become involved please contact any member of the
Community Trust or the Community Council.
Up to date contact details can be found in the latest edition of the
Dumpling Times community newsletter.

We will keep the Community Action Plan under review, and provide regular
updates to the community. We will also aim to have an annual event to bring
the community together.
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COMMUNITY FUTURES PROGRAMME
Kilmaronock community has been supported in the preparation of
their new Community Action Plan by the National Park’s Community
Futures Programme.
Through the Community Futures Programme, all communities in the
Park prepared their first Community Action Plans between 2001 and
2003. These Action Plans assisted communities to identify and
develop their priorities for projects and actions. They also helped
communities to clearly represent their main needs and aspirations and
to influence the preparation of the National Park Plan.
Communities have also been assisted to develop local and area based
organisations and 20 Community Development Trusts have been
established as well as four Area Networks.
The Community Futures Programme is supporting all 21 communities
in the National Park area to revise and renew their Community Action
Plans.
In revising their Community Action Plans, communities are continuing
to shape and influence their own development by:
■ Updating facts and figures and views about their community
■ Developing a clear set of priorities for their community over the
next 3 – 5 years
■ Ensuring that there is a strong community mandate for projects
and actions
■ Offering opportunities for new people to be involved and new
ideas to flourish
■ Enabling informed community input to the National Park Local
Plan

For more information contact:
Lesley Campbell
Rural & Community Support Manager
TEL: 01389 722600
email: lesley.campbell@lochlomond-trossachs.org

Community Futures Programmes of local community
planning and community engagement are designed and
supported by the Small Town and Rural Development
Group. www.stardevelopmentgroup.org
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